
By supporting learning, cultural exchange, audiovisual works, free media, and promoting 
democratic values and fundamental rights, the EU helps people gain skills, connect across  
borders and better understand one another, encouraging civic and democratic engagement.  
These investments strengthen communities, contribute to social cohesion, reduce inequality,  
and empower EU citizens. They make Europe a space where ideas and democracy thrive.

Why is this a priority?
Because education, culture, media and our fundamental rights shape the kind of Europe people live in: open, skilled, 
connected. Citizens expect the EU to support learning, creativity, rights, access to diverse media content, public debate, 
and democratic life across borders. This is what makes Europe a Union of values.

EUROPE’S BUDGET
Education, Culture, Media and Union values
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90% of Erasmus+ participants declared  
an increased European sense of belonging

83% of Erasmus+ participants confirm improved  
competences useful for their current studies or work

92% of Europeans say that support to media independence and 
pluralism, and fighting disinformation is an important policy priority1

87% of Europeans agree that “Culture and cultural  
exchange should have a very important place in the EU2 

81% of Europeans believe that support to the viability and resilience  
of the audiovisual and media industries is an important policy priority3 

89% of Europeans believe that it is important for 
 all EU Member States to respect the EU’s core values4 

1 Open Public Consultation, May 2025

2 Eurobarometer 562 on Culture, May 2025

3 Open Public Consultation, May 2025

4 Eurobarometer 553 on the Rule of Law, July 2024
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What is the Commission proposing?

What does it mean in financial terms?

How will the budget make a difference in this area?
ERASMUS+: 
• More people will be able to study, train and 

volunteer abroad to develop the skills and 
competences to thrive in society

• Better access for learners from all backgrounds, 
including those with fewer opportunities

• Schools, vocational education and training 
providers, universities and organisations to be 
stronger together across Europe and beyond

• More opportunities to attract and retain talent  
in Europe 

AgoraEU:
• More support for cultural creation, cross-border 

cooperation and access to cultural heritage for 
young people

• Better access to audiovisual content for citizens, 
including video games

• Free and independent journalism and news media

• The protection and promotion of fundamental 
rights

• Dedicated actions to prevent and fight against 
gender-based violence, violence against children 
and other groups at risk of such violence.

• The support to democratic participation and the 
rule of law

ERASMUS+:

Increased budget to 

€41 bn  
for 2028-2034 

AgoraEU :

€9 bn
to bring together support to culture, media and civil
society, ensuring simpler access for beneficiaries
through common rules and funding arrangements.

A reinforced Erasmus+ A new programme to support 
Culture, Media and Union values

The new AgoraEU programme will:

Promote cultural and linguistic diversity  
and cultural heritage

Protect artistic and media freedom, 
support the diversity & competitiveness 
of the audiovisual sector

Fosters a free and diverse information 
space, where all voices have a right to 
be heard

Protect and promote equality, citizenship, 
rights and values

Support civil society, democratic 
participation and the rule of law

Single-entry point to EU opportunities 
for young people

More inclusive

Boosting the European Solidarity Corps 

More responsive for our sustainable 
economy needs 

More supportive for EU enlargement 
and cooperation across the globe 

Simpler 

Facilitating youth exchanges

Promoting sport actions


