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Policy context



Charting new vision for vibrant, world-leading cultural and creative sectors

December 2025



Compass preparation: a participatory path
Broad consultations with all relevant stakeholders and Member States

A Staff Working Document summarising the consultation outcomes

34 Commission Directorates-Generals part of the interservice works



The Culture Compass - a new strategic framework to give 

direction, coherence, and ambition to cultural policies in Europe.

It provides:

▪ A strategic vision for culture in Europe

▪ 4 key directions to guide EU policymaking

▪ 20 flagship actions in the field of culture across policies, incl.

▪ a proposal for a Joint Declaration (EP, Council, COM)

▪ a strategic anchor for culture within the 2028-2034 MFF



A strategic vision
It is imperative for the EU to recognise and fully harness culture’s potential, as well as address 

the pressing challenges confronting the sectors. This ambition is supported by a vision:



Key directions for cultural 
policies in Europe



Key actions
A draft Joint Declaration ‘Europe for Culture – Culture for Europe’ to be agreed between the 

EP, the Council and the Commission reaffirming key principles for cultural policy in Europe.

New policy tools: 



Actions on [add topic here, e.g. CH; pick KD below + explain how covered in Compass]

Key direction 1: Values and cultural rights

▪ Topic explanation

▪ Topic explanation

Key direction 2: Empowering artists and cultural professionals, support for 

people

▪ Topic explanation

▪ Topic explanation

Key direction 3: Competitiveness, resilience and cohesion

▪ Topic explanation

▪ Topic explanation

Key direction 4: International cultural relations

▪ Topic explanation

▪ Topic explanation



The 2026 call in a nutshell



• Objective 1: Transnational creation and circulation: to strengthen the 

transnational creation and circulation of European works and artists;

• Objective 2: Innovation: to enhance the capacity of European cultural and 

creative sectors to nurture talents, to innovate, to prosper and to generate 

jobs and growth.

Objectives



Maximum 

duration for all: 

48 months

Two topics



1. Submitted by the call deadline

2. Submitted electronically via the Funding & Tenders Portal Electronic 

Submission System (accessible via Calls for proposals)

3. Using the forms provided inside the Submission system

( NOT the documents available on the Topic page — they are only for 

information)

4. Complete (Part A, Part B, Part C, Detailed budget table, List of previous 

projects)

5. The application must be readable, accessible, and printable

Admissibility criteria

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&frameworkProgramme=43251814&callIdentifier=CREA-CULT-2025-COOP
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals


A. Private or public legal entities

B. Established in an EU Member State or other eligible non-EU participating 

countries

C. Natural persons — Natural persons are NOT eligible

Who can apply? Eligible participants

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/crea/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_crea_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/crea/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_crea_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/crea/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_crea_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/crea/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_crea_en.pdf


A. Minimum consortium composition 3 or 5 partners from 3 or 5 different 

eligible countries for topic 1 and topic 2 respectively

B. The coordinator: legal existence for at least 2 years on the date of the 

deadline for submission

C. Multiple participation rules apply

Eligibility criteria – Consortium composition



• Beneficiaries

• The Coordinator

Consortium - Participants
➢ Main participants

➢ Formal parties of the Grant Agreement 

(GA)

➢ Implement the action

➢ Responsible for the tasks performed by 

their subcontractors, affiliated entities 

and associated partners

➢ Central contact point towards the 

granting authority

➢ Monitors the project implementation

➢ Distributes payments to the other 

beneficiaries

➢ Quality checking of documents/ 

information submitted



• Affiliated entities

Consortium – Participants (2)

➢ Linked (legal or capital) to a beneficiary

➢ They do not sign the GA

➢ Implement part of the action (DoA)

➢ They charge costs to the grant

➢

➢

➢



• Associated partners

• Subcontractors

Consortium – Participants   (3)

➢ They do not sign the GA

➢ They do not receive EU funding 

➢ They perform action tasks (DoA)

➢ They can be from a non-eligible country

➢ They do not sign the GA

➢ They perform actions tasks (DoA)

➢ Charge a price, which usually includes a 

profit - Are paid by the beneficiary in 

exchange for their work

➢ The beneficiary responsible towards the 

granting authority for its subcontractors



• An organisation, as identified by their PIC number, can apply only once as coordinator under 

the call, regardless of the topic chosen (COOP 1 or 2).

• An organisation, as identified by their PIC number, can be part of a maximum of 3 

applications submitted in this call, whether as coordinator and/or partner regardless of the 

topic chosen (COOP 1 or 2). 

Affiliated entities and associated partners do not count towards the minimum eligibility 

criteria for consortium composition, including the maximum number of applications in 

which they can participate 

Multiple participations rule 



Estimated available call budget: EUR 60.273.174

Estimated number of projects to be funded: +/- 150 

Available budget



•

•

•

•

•

Quality of content and 
activities

•

•

•

•

•

Award criteria



• The proposal includes effective mechanisms for coordination between the 

participating organisations and proposes an appropriate governance 

structure (including effective communication within the consortium);

• The project involves the appropriate project teams, staff and outside 

resources to successfully implement the work packages;

Assessment of the participants professional competencies and qualifications to 

implement the project (Part B, section 3.2)

Award criteria (2) - Project management



• The budget is cost effective and allocates appropriate resources to each 

activity (sufficient/appropriate budget for proper implementation; best value 

for money);

• The costs in the detailed budget table are clearly based on real costs in 

the organisations involved and linked to the activities listed in the work 

packages;

Assessment of the proposed budget

• The measures planned to ensure project implementation are appropriate 

(including management, risk management, quality assurance and control, 

planning, monitoring and evaluation). 

Award criteria (3): Project management (2)



Dissemination

• the project generates short-, medium- and long-term effects 

• the project includes concrete steps to ensure the sustainability of the 

project and its capacity to continue having an impact after the end 

• the communication and dissemination activities have the potential to 

reach and positively impact the target groups and the relevant 

stakeholders, as well as the general public 

•  the project foresees visibility of the EU grant

Award criteria    (4)



Award criteria

depends on n° and quality of applications!



Application forms
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Filled in on line



•

➢

➢

•

➢



•

•



•

But still you will have to 

go to this Tab  - 

Otherwise, error 

message



• Use the forms inside the Submission system! 

• 50 page limit for both topics (pages in excess will not be visible)

• Remove instructions which are not relevant to the call (not to your proposal!)   

• To be uploaded in pdf

Part B – Technical description



Major sub-division of the project

Each Work Package should have:

Objective (of the WP)

List of activities (task associated to 

outcomes)

Milestones (control points)

Deliverables (concrete outputs to prove 

implementation/results of activities – means 

of verification quantitative and qualitative)

Part B - Technical description – Section 5 – 
Work packages

Examples in section 10 of the Call for Proposals



Not to be filled in at the 

submission stage

Mandatory

Location: Fill in the countries in 

which the project activities will 

take place



Innovation 

OR

Transnational creation 

and circulation





Budget table



Budget in lump sums: why it matters?



Key principles 

• A detailed budget table to include an approximation of the project’s actual costs. 

• Costs included to be in line with the same eligibility rules as in actual costs grants of the 

programme (see AGA — Annotated Grant Agreement, art. 6*):

• incurred by the beneficiaries 

• incurred during the project’s duration 

• incurred in connection with the project and necessary for its implementation

• identifiable and verifiable (recorded in the beneficiary’s accounts in accordance with 

the accounting standards applicable in the country where the beneficiary is established 

and with the beneficiary’s usual cost accounting practices) 

• comply with the applicable national law on taxes, labour and social security 

• reasonable, justified and must comply with the principle of sound financial 

management, in particular regarding economy and efficiency 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/aga_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/aga_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/aga_en.pdf


How to encode the Detailed Budget Table?

• Download the excel detailed budget table from the online submission system.

• Read the Instructions tab

• Encode your data in the following tabs: 

• The other tabs will be automatically filled. A breakdown of lumps sum shares per work 

packages and per participant and PM overview will be generated automatically : 

• All data must be coherent with Part A and Part B of the application. 



Detailed Budget table: Cost categories



A. Direct Personnel costs (1/2) – allocate staff
•

•

•

•
It should be possible to match the project staff listed in the 

budget table with the project team listed in Part B section 

3.2 (help us with that!)



A. Direct Personnel costs (2/2) – assign unit & costs
Cost per unit:

• Cost per unit = average monthly personnel 

cost (costs per month of employing the 

people involved in the project activities 

(including social security contributions, 

taxes, variable complements (13th month) 

and other costs linked to the remuneration 

as mentioned in the employment contract or 

in reference to the national law – these costs 

include the employer’s statutory 

contributions). 

• Exception: A.4 SME Owners without salary:
•

Units:

• 1 Unit = 1 person month (PM efforts). 

• PM= Number of days the person will work for the project / 18

• Example: 50 days/18 = 2,7 PM

• USE PM and not other units (for example person days)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/unit-cost-decision-sme-owners-natural-persons_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/additional-information-on-unit-costs-and-contributions_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/additional-information-on-unit-costs-and-contributions_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-actions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-actions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-actions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-actions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-actions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-actions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-actions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-actions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-actions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-actions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-actions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf


B. Subcontracting costs • Subcontracting – implementation of action tasks 

by  third party

• Tasks to be subcontracted, selection procedure 

and cost allocated must be justified in Part B, 

section 3.2 and section 5

• Must follow the national public procurement 

rules: best value for money or lowest price

• Performed by a third party, with no conflict of 

interest

• Only a limited part may be subcontracted 

(justification needed if > 30% of the total eligible 

costs)

• Cost to be included in the detailed budget table. 

• Details specified in the ‘Any comments’ tab

         coordination tasks cannot be 

subcontracted



C.1 Travel and subsistence per travel or day

• Must use the unit costs provided in the 

Commission Decision C(2024) 5405  and 

set out in Annex 2a

• Please provide information on the location 

of the meeting in the ‘Any Comments’ tab.

• If precise location is not yet known, please 

choose an approx. location for making 

calculation

• Average unit cost = ONLY if includes 

different locations (based on applicable 

rates). 

• Costs for the grant holders’ meeting in 

Brussels are eligible (travel cost for max 1 

person + accommodation up to 3 nights)

• Coherence with Part B section 5

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/unit-cost-decision-travel_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/additional-information-on-unit-costs-and-contributions_en.pdf


C.1 Travel and subsistence

•

•

•

•

•

•

• Accommodation: 1 unit = 1 night 
accommodation for 1 person

• Subsistence:1 unit = 1 day 

subsistence for 1 person
•

https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/procedures-guidelines-tenders/information-contractors-and-beneficiaries/calculate-unit-costs-eligible-travel-costs_en
https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/procedures-guidelines-tenders/information-contractors-and-beneficiaries/calculate-unit-costs-eligible-travel-costs_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/unit-cost-decision-travel_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/additional-information-on-unit-costs-and-contributions_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/unit-cost-decision-travel_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/unit-cost-decision-travel_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/additional-information-on-unit-costs-and-contributions_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/additional-information-on-unit-costs-and-contributions_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/additional-information-on-unit-costs-and-contributions_en.pdf


C.2 Equipment
• Equipment necessary for the 

implementation of the activities

• Report only the depreciation costs (full 

purchase cost not eligible) 

• Should be specified in the ‘Depreciation 

Costs’ tab – allows for calculation of the 

costs that can be claimed.

• Must follow the beneficiary’s accounting 

practices

• Usual and durable equipment costs = 

indirect costs



C.3 Other goods, works and services
• Must be directly linked to the Action

• Estimated based on actual costs

• You are advised to specify the costs 

in the ‘Any comments’ tab (in 

particular for higher amounts)



D.1 Financial support to third parties 

• Grants or prizes (to culture 

professionals/artists/innovators to co-

produce, innovate and build their capacities)

• Open call with a clear European dimension

• Detailed information must be provided in 

Part B, section 2.1, section 5.2 and section 

7

• Max 60.000 EUR / Third Party (justification 

needed in section 7 if above threshold)

• Guidance on FTSP best practices 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/guidance_fstp-good-practices_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/guidance_fstp-good-practices_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/guidance_fstp-good-practices_en.pdf


‘WP Overview’ Tab

Lump sum breakdown per WP and per beneficiary
Amount to be 

recorded in 

Part A: 

section 3 

budget



Ineligible costs (cannot be included)

1. Volunteer costs

2. In-kind contributions

3. Associated Partners’ Costs   

4. Costs linked to benefiting artists and professionals established in ineligible 

countries

5. Project financial: Audit costs

6. Indirect costs claimed separately as direct costs (i.e. administrative costs, 

general running costs)



Common mistakes

All cost categories: 

• Costs not based on actual costs 

• Information not coherent with the Part B of the application (staff, subcontracting, 

FSTP)

• Costs of Associated Partners included

Personnel costs:

• Same costs for different partners (not actual costs)

• Staff efforts not presented in Person-Months (person days or other)



Common mistakes   (2)   

Subcontracting: 

• Confusing subcontracting with purchasing of services

• Subcontracting to other beneficiaries or associated partners (not allowed)

Purchase costs:

• Travel costs: Not based on the pre-defined rates (too high, unclear number 

of units)

• Equipment costs not depreciated

• Lack of description of the cost (impossible to verify what the cost covers)



Concluding remarks



• Read the call text and all the relevant documents/sources – All the 

information is in there!

• Use the right templates (inside the Submission System!)

• Technical part important but … the budget is important too!

• Check consistency between Part A, Part B and the detailed budget table

• Eligibility criteria to be respected – Increased responsibility of 

Coordinator/applicants – Written declaration

Concluding remarks



Useful links



EU Funding  Tenders Portal Online ManualCall textAnnual Work Programme for the Creative Eur

ope Program

me 2026u)

List of non-EU participating countriesEU Funded projects | EU Funding  Tenders Portal (europa.eu)

EU Funded projects | EU Funding  Tenders Portal (europa.eu)

EU Funded projects | EU Funding  Tenders Portal (europa.eu)

Creative Europe Project Results platform

how-to-manage-your-lump-sum-grants_en.pdfls-decision_crea_en.pdf (europa.eu)guidance_fstp-good-practices_en.pdf

Decision C(2020)7115 Annex 2ADecision C

(2021)35 Annex 2A

Creative Europe Desks

•

•

To be published in the 

coming days

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/om_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/crea/wp-call/2026/call-fiche_crea-cult-2026-coop_en.pdf
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/document/2026-annual-work-programme-for-the-implementation-of-the-creative-europe-programme
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/document/2026-annual-work-programme-for-the-implementation-of-the-creative-europe-programme
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/document/2026-annual-work-programme-for-the-implementation-of-the-creative-europe-programme
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/aga_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/crea/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_crea_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/projects-results?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=10&sortBy=es_SortDate&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027&frameworkProgramme=43251814&topicAbbreviation=CREA-CULT-2024-COOP-1
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/projects-results?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=10&sortBy=es_SortDate&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027&frameworkProgramme=43251814&topicAbbreviation=CREA-CULT-2024-COOP-1
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/projects-results?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=10&sortBy=es_SortDate&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027&frameworkProgramme=43251814&topicAbbreviation=CREA-CULT-2024-COOP-1
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/fr/creative-europe/projects
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/how-to-manage-your-lump-sum-grants_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/crea/guidance/ls-decision_crea_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/guidance_fstp-good-practices_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/unit-cost-decision-sme-owners-natural-persons_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/additional-information-on-unit-costs-and-contributions_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/unit-cost-decision-travel_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/unit-cost-decision-travel_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/additional-information-on-unit-costs-and-contributions_en.pdf
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/resources/creative-europe-desks


Q&As
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